Staff Report
Morgan County Planning Commission
Petition for: Conditional Use – Family Burial Plot

Property location:
Property tax parcel:
Acreage:
Applicant:
Applicant’s Agent:
Property Owner:
Existing Use:
Proposed Use:

4131 Sandy Creek Road
017-032A
104.14 acres
Ross & Mitzi Jackson
N/A
Ross & Mitzi Jackson
Residential/Farm
Residential/Farm with Family Cemetery

Summary
Ross & Mitzi Jackson are requesting conditional use approval to allow a family burial plot on their farm,
located at 4131 Sandy Creek Road.
The property is zoned AG –
Agricultural. The property is
104.14 acres on Sandy Creek
Road, just south of Prospect
Road.
Family Burial Plots are a
conditional use in the AG
zoning district.
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The applicant has provided hand-drawn maps showing the approximate location of the proposed burial
plot, which is also shown above by a red star. The applicant is aware that the burial plot will have to be
surveyed if the application is approved. Staff has checked the measurements provided to the location
shown and they are accurate. The proposed location places the burial plot at adequate distances from
property lines and water, as required by the Morgan County Zoning Ordinance. The applicant’s map
does not provide a distance to the nearest structure, which is the applicant’s residence, shown in the
yellow circle. The house is over 700 feet away from the proposed burial plot.
The easement shown to the proposed burial plot, shown on a separate hand drawn map, follows an
existing road on the property.
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Criteria for Consideration
Section 21.3.1 Required Findings from Conditional Use Approval from the Morgan County Zoning
Ordinance:
1. Adequate provision is made by the applicant to reduce any adverse environmental impacts of
the proposed use to an acceptable level;
2. Vehicular traffic and pedestrian movement on adjacent streets will not be substantially hindered
or endangered;
3. Off-street parking and loading, and the entrance to and exit from such parking and loading, will
be adequate in terms of location, amount and design to service the use;
4. Public facilities and utilities are capable of adequately serving the proposed use;
5. Granting the request would not be an illogical extension of a use which would introduce
damaging volumes of (1) agricultural, (2) commercial, (3) industrial, or (4) high density
apartment use into a stable neighborhood of well-maintained single family homes, and likely
lead to decreasing surrounding property values, neighborhood deterioration, spreading of
blight, and additional requests of a similar nature which would expand the problem;
6. Granting the request would not lead to congestion, noise and traffic hazards or overload public
facilities, current or planned;
7. Granting the request would conform to the general expectation for the area population growth
and distribution according to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan;
8. Granting the request would not lead to a major negative change in existing (1) levels of public
service, (2) government employees or (3) fiscal stability;
9. Granting the request would not have a “domino effect,” in that it becomes the opening wedge
for further rapid growth, urbanization or other land-use change beyond what is indicated in the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

Staff Comments
Staff has no concerns regarding the application. The request meets the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance for a family burial plot, as well as the criteria for consideration.
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